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COUNTY BOARD CHANGES



Dist. 1: Rich Morthland

Rock Island County District 15 gained a new Board member at



Dist. 2: Dewayne Cremeens

filled Nick Camlin’s vacant County Board seat after he moved



Dist. 3: Scott Noyd



Dist. 4: Patrick Moreno



Dist. 5: Larry Burns



Dist. 6: Luis Moreno



Dist. 7: Robert Reagan



Dist. 8: Brian Vyncke



Dist. 9: Jeffrey Deppe



Dist. 10: Cecilia O’Brien



Dist. 11: Don Johnston



Dist. 12: Mike Steffen



Dist. 13: Richard Brunk



Dist. 14: Ginny Shelton



Dist. 15: Edna Sowards



Dist. 16: Kai Swanson



Dist. 17: Ed Langdon



Dist. 18: Rod Simmer



Dist. 19: Kim CallawayThompson



Dist. 20: Mia Mayberry



Dist. 21: Scott Terry



Dist. 22 Drue Mielke



Dist. 23 Ken Maranda



Dist. 24 Ron Oelke

Creek to provide residents of Rock Island County and surrounding counties with a spectrum of



Dist. 25: Bob Westpfahl
(Ph. 309-236-0507)

Rock Island County thanks the Doris and Victor Day Foundation for their generosity in helping

See District Map on page 6.

June’s County Board meeting. Ms. Edna Sowards (pictured)
on to the Chief Deputy position in the County Clerk’s Office. Ms.
Sowards has lived in the district her entire life, and her parents
owned a small grocery store near Denkmann School. Until her
retirement in 2014, Ms. Sowards was an operating room nurse.
Her community involvement includes serving on the Rock Island
Labor Day Parade committee and the Medical Reserves
committee, as well as volunteering for Honor Flight and at
South Rock Island Township events. She was sworn in at the
start of the June meeting and now serves on the Public Works
and Facilities Committee and Committee of the Whole.
Finance and Personnel Committee Chair Richard Brunk was elected County Board Vice Chairman
at the June County Board meeting and now chairs the Committee of the Whole meeting. District
6 Board Member Luis Moreno has replaced him as Chair of the Finance and Personnel
Committee. All updates to the County Board are available on the County Board page on the Rock
Island County website.

ROCK ISLAND COUNTY AWARDED
GRANT
Rock Island County is excited to announce that the Doris and Victor Day Foundation has
awarded Hope Creek Care Center a $10,000 grant to purchase necessary equipment to
implement a hospice or VA Unit at Hope Creek Care Center. Using the grant, Hope Creek Care
Center will convert some semi-private rooms into private rooms where family members will be
able to stay with their loved ones in a comfortable, home-like environment. Additional training
will also be provided to staff to meet the needs of residents in the unit, which will encompass
medical management, personal care assistance, and emotional and spiritual support for
residents and their families. The unit will consist of up to 35 beds and will offer overnight
accommodations for families wishing to stay with their loved ones, a growing need that Hope
Creek is eager to help meet. Converting this unit with the help of the grant will enable Hope
care including skilled, intermediate, and hospice and/or VA services.

fund this project.
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SHERIFF’S BEAT:
OPERATION OF THE ROCK ISLAND COUNTY JAIL
Whenever there is a crime in our community, we are very fortunate to have very dedicated law enforcement
officers throughout the county who work diligently to investigate those crimes. As those investigations
evolve, many times a person is identified as being responsible for that crime, and is arrested and brought to
the county jail.
As Sheriff per state law, I am charged with the “custody and care” of the entire operation of the Rock Island
County Jail. The Rock Island County Jail sits in the 1300 block of 3 rd Avenue Rock Island and was completed
in 1985 as a replacement to the old county jail which sat at the foot of the Centennial Bridge. An addition to
the county jail was added in 2001 when the Justice Center Annex was completed.
Many people are surprised to learn that our county jail is largely a self-sustaining community. Our county jail
is a 326 bed detention facility that houses detainees who are charged with a crime in Rock Island County and
cannot post bond while awaiting trial or who are sentenced to the county jail. The detainee charges can be
for civil matters all the way up to and including murder. Additionally, the jail houses detainees for the Federal
Government and neighboring communities.
The 24-hour daily operation of the facility is provided by 60 Correctional Officers, one Deputy Sheriff Captain
and support staff who employ a high standard of professionalism and know that each person is treated with
dignity, respect and compassion while guaranteeing a safe and secure environment.
The county jail uses a Central Booking System where everyone arrested in our county is brought to be
processed through our digitalized booking, fingerprinting and photo system. Our kitchen staff prepare
approximately 750 meals a day, 365 days a year. We have on-site medical staff consisting of a doctor and
two registered nurses and we work very closely with the Robert Young Center for the daily mental health
needs of our detainees. We have mail services, a library, detainee telephones, religious services, 12-step
programs, laundry services and provide commissary opportunities.
As detainees move closer to their court dates, the correctional staff help coordinate trial preparation with
attorneys and other witnesses. They accompany the detainee to the courtroom and assist the sheriff’s deputy
and bailiff with court proceedings and security.
When someone is sentenced to the county jail, under certain circumstances, we offer trustee programs where
detainees are allowed to work and receive payment for their efforts. We use work release programs where
detainees are allowed to leave the facility for a few hours a day and work their normal job. Some detainees
are allowed to serve their sentences on weekends to prevent them from losing their employment.
As you can see, the operation of our county jail is extensive and a critical component to the community and
criminal justice system.

Stay safe!
Sheriff Gerry Bustos
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HOPE CREEK CARE CENTER

ANIMAL CONTROL EVENTS


EVENTS

Yoga with Cats—Every Wednesday in July at
Animal Control (4001 78th Ave, Moline).
Check in 5:45 p.m., yoga 6:00 p.m. $7 per



Blood Drive—August 23, 10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m., back parking lot

person. Yoga mat rental available for $1/



Carwash ($5, 7:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.) and Farmers Market:

class.


Wine for Canines and Felines—September 9,
1:00-6:00 p.m. at Creekside Vineyard (7505

3:00 p.m. at Animal Control (4001 78th Ave,
Moline). Vendors, food, raffles, and animal
costume contest.
Proceeds from all events benefit the shelter
and provide care for animals. Donations are
always appreciated! For more information on
donating or volunteering, contact Sam
DeYoung at 309-737-0456.

August 12



September 9

Volunteers and vendors needed!

120th Ave, Coal Valley).
 Paws in the Parking Lot—October 21, 12:00-





Christmas Bazaar—December 2, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Come for a day
of fun celebrating the holiday spirit! Hot fresh cinnamon rolls,
coffee, door prizes, raffle drawings, bake sale, entertainment, lunch,
and SANTA!

All events are at Hope Creek Care Center, 4343 Kennedy Drive, East
Moline. Proceeds from all events benefit Hope Creek’s Activities
Department. Volunteers and donations of prizes and supplies are
always welcome. Contact Kenny Shuman if you would like to help or
if you have any questions: 309-796-6725.

KEEP ROCK ISLAND PARKS BEAUTIFUL
Secondhand smoke causes approximately 7,330 deaths from lung cancer each year, yet people still smoke around infants and children.
Smoke-free park policies should be considered because of major health effects that secondhand smoke has on children and non-smokers.
According to the U.S. Surgeon General, there is no risk-free level of exposure to secondhand smoke. It causes health problems in infants
and children, including asthma, ear infections and Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, or SIDS.
Smoking does not just affect those immediately around the smoke; cigarette butts
left on the ground have an environmental effect. The Keep Rock Island Beautiful
organization aims to “encourage citizens, businesses, and organizations to share
responsibility for keeping a clean, beautiful, and livable city.”
Cigarette butts are the most common piece of waste found at parks. Rock Island
High School’s Key Club, in conjunction with the Rock Island County Health
Department, spent 30 minutes on World No Tobacco Day, May 31, collecting
cigarette butts from the ground at Longview Park in Rock Island (pictured). The
majority of the butts were found in the parking lots closest to the playground.
The Rock Island Parks and Recreation Department has committed to placing signs
around playgrounds in most of the city’s parks to bring awareness of smoking around children. The aim of the initiative is to encourage a
smoke-free surrounding for children on the playground. This is not just for a healthier environment, but also for a prettier one.
Rock Island High School Key Club and Rock Island County Health Department
Contact Janet Hill, Chief Operating Officer: jhill@co.rock-island.il.us
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HUMAN RESOURCES DENTAL INSURANCE
Delta Dental of Illinois’s Summer Issue of Grin! the
quarterly member magazine is now available. Check
out this free resource from Delta Dental of Illinois
here. This issue includes the following topics:


5 common culprits that yellow teeth



Frozen vs. fresh produce: the great debate



Dental discoveries uncovered by archaeologists



Recipes



Healthy Camping Tips
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Rock Island County Treasurer/Collector
Louisa Ewert
would like to remind you that the 2nd installment of the
2016 Real Estate Tax is due on Tuesday, August 8th, 2017
Payments not paid or postmarked by the above date
will accrue a 1.5% penalty per month.

Pay online (fees apply) at: www.rockislandcounty.org
For questions, please call: 309-558-3510
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HENNEPIN HOOPLA
Enjoy FREE Family Fun along the Hennepin Canal Parkway Big Island/Milan, IL at Locks 30, 31 & 32 Saturday, August 12
from 9 am – 1 pm. For complete details, visit: www.bisawpa.org
Explore Nature as you Hike Bike, Walk, or Fish along the Hennepin
Canal. Organized by the Big Island Soil and Water Preservation
Association, University of Illinois Extension and the Village of Milan,
family fun awaits along the Hennepin Canal parkway with activities
planned at each of the Locks 30, 31 and 32. A free shuttle from
Johannes Bus Service will also be running in a continuous loop to the
Locks, which you can park and ride from the University of Illinois
Extension parking lot located at 321 W 2nd Avenue, Milan, IL.
Free backpacks (while supplies last) filled with information and
giveaways will be given out to participants at each lock. Thanks in part
to our Lock Sponsors, EZ Livin, Bike and Hike, Royal Neighbors of
America Chapter 20174, Ericksen Chevrolet and the Whistle Stop Java
Shop in Milan, this event is free.
Here’s what’s planned at each lock:
➢ River & Nature Station at Lock 30—Cool off with FREE ice cream from
Vibrant Credit Union! Explore waterways with River Action-water test kits
and a scavenger hunt. Discover QCTrails.org, a new web-based map for finding trails in the Quad Cities and earn a
Hennepin Hoopla Badge. Learn about the history of the Hennepin Canal from local river historian, John Vize.
➢ Pollinator Station & Nutrition Destination at Lock 31—Refuel with a free healthy snack at the Hy-Vee Healthy YOU
Mobile. Take a whirl on UI Extension’s blender bicycle and mix up a smoothie! Hula hoop your way into shape with
Extension’s SNAP-Ed wellness booth. Learn about pollinators and explore the prairie garden with Rock Island Soil and
Water and Extension Master Gardeners and Master Naturalists.
➢ The Historic River/Canal Confluence at Lock 32—Take a selfie where the Mississippi, Rock River, and Hennepin Canal
meet. Explore river lore, mussels and shells with U.S. Fish and Wildlife. Explore bugs with Rock Island County 4-H’s
entomology displays and activities.
➢ Youth Fishing the Canal (Rt. 67 bridge parking lot area) — Young anglers can give fishing a try (poles and bait
provided) with help from In-Fishermen Club members.

University of Illinois Extension serving Henry, Mercer, Rock Island and Stark Counties
Rebecca Buckrop, Program Coordinator, Marketing and Local Fund Development
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